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PURPOSE 
 
 
The  pu rpose  o f  th i s  po l i c y  i s  t o : -  
 

  Guide  the  p rese rva t i on ,  managemen t  and  app rop r i a te  use  o f  boa tsheds  and  
ba th ing  boxes ;   

  Ass i s t  i n  t he  assessmen t  o f  app l i ca t i on s  fo r  a l t e ra t i ons  o r  recons t ruc t i on  o f  
boa tsheds  and  ba th ing  boxes  l oca ted  on  the  fo resho re  managed  by  Counc i l ;  and  

  Prese rve  and  p romote  loca l  he r i t age  and  cu l t u re .  
 
 
 

OBJECTIVES 

 
 
The  ob jec t i ves  o f  t h is  po l i cy  a re  to :  
 

  Documen t  Counc i l ’ s  pos i t i on  as  Commi t tee  o f  Managemen t  i n  acco rdance  w i th  
t he  p rov i s ion  o f  t he  Crown  Land  Rese rves  Ac t  1978  fo r  the  fo resho re  i t  con t ro l s ;  

  Set  ou t  c l ea r ly  t he  r i gh ts  and  ob l i ga t i ons  o f  boa tshed  and  bath ing  box  
l i cens ees ;  

  Ensure  boatsheds  and  ba th ing  boxes  a re  ma in ta ined  i n  go od  cond i t ion  to  
p ro tec t  the  amen i ty ,  use  and  en joymen t  o f  t he  fo resho re  by  o the r  beach  use rs ;   

  Prese rve  and  ma in ta in  con t i nu i t y  o f  use  o f  t he  boa tsheds  and  ba th ing  boxes ;  

  Prov ide  fo r  a  f a i r  and  f inanc ia l l y  v i ab le  app roach  to  boa tshed  and  ba th ing  box  
l i cens ing  and  managemen t  a r rangemen ts ;  and  

  Prov ide  a  f ramework  fo r  co -ope ra t i on  w i th  t he  F ranks ton  Boa tshed  Assoc ia t i on  
Inc .  
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COUNCIL’S ADMINISTRATIVE TIMETABLE 
 
 
I n  o rde r  t o  mee t  the  ob jec t i ves  o f  t he  Boa tshed &  Ba th ing  Box  Po l i c y ,  L i censees  shou ld  
no te  t ha t  Counc i l  w i l l  unde r take va r ious  admin i s t ra t i ve  tasks  as  ou t l ined  i n  t he  
fo l l ow ing  t ime tab le :  
 
Ear ly  September  
I nspec t i on  o f  boa tsheds  &  ba th ing  boxes  –  t h is  i nspec t i on  w i l l  be  ca r r i ed  ou t  by  
Counc i l ’ s  respons ib le  o f f i ce r  w i th  a t  l eas t  two  (2 )  rep resen ta t i ves  o f  the  F ranks ton  
Boa tshed  Assoc ia t i on  Inc .   Du r i ng  th is  i nspec t i on  pho tog raphs  w i l l  be  taken  o f  each  
s t ruc tu re  as  we l l  as  any  a reas  o f  damage ,  be  the y  to  the  s t ruc tu re  o r  the  a rea  
su r round ing  the  s t ruc ture .   S t ruc tu res  requ i r i ng  a t ten t ion  o f  a  Bu i l d i ng  Inspec to r  w i l l  be  
no ted  a long  w i th  t hose  tha t  a re  no t  c lea r l y  numbered .  
 
Late  September  
Annua l  Accoun t  and  Inspec t i on  Feedback  to  L icensee s  –  The  annua l  accoun t  f o r  
l i cence  fees  w i l l  be  i s sued  i n  con junc t i on  w i th  each  ind i v i dua l  repo r t  o f  boa tshed  
cond i t i on .   Th i s  repo r t  w i l l  p rov ide  de ta i l s  o f  i tems  requ i r i ng  a t ten t i on  ( i f  any )  and  
whe the r  a  bu i l d ing  pe rm i t  may  be  necessa ry ,  expec ted  comp le t i on  date  and  sanc t i ons  
fo r  non -comp l i ance .    
 
November  
Clea r i ng  o f  Sand  f rom Boa tshed  &  Bath ing  Box  en t rances  –  dur ing  November ,  Counc i l  
w i l l  a r range  fo r  c l ea r ing  o f  sand  bu i l d  up  f rom the  en t rances  to  boa tsheds  and  ba th ing  
boxes  f rom those  l i censees  tha t  have  reques ted  th i s  se rv i ce .   The  exac t  da te  w i l l  be  
de te rm ined  by  Counc i l  s ta f f  depend ing  on  ex is t i ng  commi tmen ts  a nd  wea the r  
cond i t i ons .   Any  add i t i ona l  se rv i ce  w i l l  be  a t  the  l i censees  cos t .  
 
Mid  November  
Repea t  I nspec t i on  o f  Boa tsheds  &  Ba th ing  Box es  –  a  repea t  inspec t i on  w i l l  be  
conduc ted  to  no te  ou ts tand ing  comp l i ance  i ssues .   L icensee s  w i l l  be  adv i sed  i n  wr i t i ng  
o f  any  i ssues  ou ts tand ing  o r  any  new issues  and  rem inded  o f  t he  poss ib le  sanc t i ons .    
 
December  
Outs tand ing  Main tenance  I ssues  –  L icensees  who  have  fa i l ed  to  respond  to  
ma in tenance  no t i ces  wi l l  be  adv ised  tha t  t he i r  l i cence  has  been  suspended .   They  w i l l  
t hen  have  14  days  to  show good  reason  and  i f  f a i l i ng  to  do  so ,  t he  L icence  wi l l  be  
revoked .  
 
February  
Revoked  L i cences  –  Where  a  l i cence  has  been revoked  a  repo r t  w i l l  be  p repa red  fo r  
t he  Feb rua ry  Ord ina ry  Counc i l  mee t i ng  fo r  Counc i l l o rs  to  cons ide r  o f fe r i n g  any  revoked  
l i cences  fo r  pub l i c  auc t i on  cond i t iona l  on  rec t i fy i ng  any  outs tand ing  ma in tenance  
i ssues ,  un less  o the rw ise  de te rmined  by  Counc i l  i n  acco rdance  w i th  C lause  1 .3 .  
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DEFINITIONS 
 
Th is  po l i cy  does  no t  re la te  to  boa tsheds  o r  ba th ing  boxes  on  p r iv a te l y  owned  l and  o r  t o  
boa tsheds  o r  ba th ing  boxes  tha t  a re  used  fo r  commerc ia l  pu rposes .  
 
I n  t h i s  po l i c y  the  fo l l owing  words  have  the  fo l low ing  mean ings :  
 
“annua l  l icence  fee ´  means  the  annua l  f ee  payab le  to  Counc i l  as  a  Commi t tee  o f  
Managemen t  appo in ted  u nder  t he  Crown  Land  (Rese rves )  Ac t  1978  pa id  by  the  
l i censee  to  use a  ba th ing  box  o r  boa tshed ;  
 
“boatshed / bath ing  box”  means  a  s t ruc tu re  e rec ted  on  a  fo resho re  managed  by  
Counc i l  and  used  fo r  t he  s to rage  o f  mar i ne  c ra f t / beach accesso r i es  and  the  
conven ienc e  and  comfor t  o f  l i censees ,  bu t  exc lud ing  any  ove rn igh t  accommoda t ion ;  
 
“beach”  means  land - fo rm ing  pa r t  o f  a  fo resho re  managed  by  Counc i l ;  
 
“Counc i l ”  means  the  Franks ton  C i t y  Counc i l ;  
 
“ footpr in t”  means  the  a rea  o f  f o resho re  occup ied  by  the  boa tshed  o r  ba t h ing  box ,  
i nc lud ing  any  s ta i rs ,  ramps ,  decks  o r  t he  l i ke  as  spec i f i ed  in  t he  cu r ren t  l i cence  and  
based  on  Counc i l  reco rded  da ta  as  a t  30  Ap r i l  2006 ;  
 
“ foreshore”  means  any  coas ta l  Crown  Land  as  de f i ned i n  t he  Coas ta l  Managemen t  
Ac t1995  ove r  wh ich  Counc i l  h as  de lega ted  managemen t  respons ib i l i t i es  unde r  t he  
Crown  Land  (Rese rves )  Ac t  1978 ;  
 
“good condi t ion ”  means   t he  ba th ing  box  /  boa t  shed  must  be  s t ruc tura l l y  sound i n  
re l a t i on  to  t he  foo t ings ,  sub f l oo r ,  f rame  and  roo f i ng  members .  Fu r the rmore ,  t he  wa l l  
c l add ing ,  roo f  ma te r i a l  and  a l l  assoc ia ted  f i x ings  a re  in  a  sound  cond i t i on .   
 
I n  es tab l i sh ing  sound  cond i t i on  a l l  t he  a fo remen t i oned  members  mus t  be  f ree  o f  
damage  i nc lud ing  bu t  no t  l im i ted  to  ro t t en  t imbers ,  rus ted  s tee lwork ,  o r  any  o the r  f o rm 
o f  de te r io ra t i on  o r  co r ros ion  and  be v isua l l y  appea l ing ;  
 
“ l i cence”  means  a  l i cence  to  use  the  s i t e  f o r  a  boa tshed  o r  ba th ing  box  i ssued  by  
F ranks ton  C i t y  Counc i l ;  
 
“munic ipa l  l and  ra tes”  has  the  same mean ing as  genera l  ra tes  re fe r red  to  i n  the  
Loca l  Gove rnmen t  Ac t  1989 ;  
 
“peak  body  represent ing  l i censees”  means  the  F ranks ton  Boa tshed  Assoc ia t i on  Inc .  
(FBSA) ;  
 
“ res ident  ra tepayer ”  means  a  pe rson  o r  company  wh ich  owns  and  occup ies  a  p rope r ty  
w i th i n  F ranks ton  C i t y .   Such  p rope r t y  can  i nc lude  a  ho l i day  home o r  commerc ia l  
p rem ises  wh ich  they  ope ra te ;  
 
“s i te”  means  l i censed  a rea  by  the  Counc i l  to  a  l i censee whe the r  o r  no t  t ha t  s i t e  has  
any  s t ruc tu re  on  i t ;  
 
“s t ruc ture”  means  a  boa tshed o r  a  ba th ing  box ,  i nc lud ing  any  s ta i r s ,  ramps ,  decks  o r  
t he  l i ke .  
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POLICY 
 
 

1. Introduction 
 
Boa tsheds  and  ba th ing  boxes  a re  i cons  o f  t he  V i c to r i an  beachscape .   These  o f ten  
b r i gh t l y  co lou red  s t ruc tu res  a re  l oca ted  ma in ly  on  V i c to r i an  Coas ta l  Crown  Land  and  
occupy  a  un ique ro le  i n  bays ide  beach  l i f e .   The re  a re  app rox ima te l y  1860  ba th ing  
boxes ,  b oa tsheds ,  o r  s im i l a r  s t ruc tu res  l oca ted a round  Por t  Ph i l l i p  and Wes te rn  Po r t  
bays  under  t he  managemen t  o f  e i gh t  d i f f e ren t  mun i c i pa l i t i es .  
 
Wh i l e  s t i l l  se rv i ng  the  func t i ona l  pu rpose o f  p rov id ing  s to rage  fo r  boats  and  ba th ing  
equ ipmen t ,  t hese  s t ruc tu res  a ls o  have  a  h i s to r i c  and  cu l t u ra l  va lue  and  impor tance .  
 
Va r i ous  Crown  Land  fo resho res  a re  loca ted  a round  the  bays ide  pe r imete r  o f  t he  
mun ic i pa l i t y .   F ranks ton  C i t y  Counc i l  manages  the  F ranks ton  fo resho re  as  a  Commi t tee  
o f  Management  appo in ted  by  the  M in i s te r  f o r  P lann ing  i n  acco rdance  w i th  t he  
p rov i s i ons  o f  t he  Crown  Land  (Rese rves )  Ac t  1978 .  
 
Cu r ren t l y  61  boa tsheds  and  ba th ing  boxes  a re  s i t ed  on  fo resho re  managed  by  Counc i l .   
Th i s  po l i cy  has  been  deve loped  to  p rov ide  gu idance  fo r  t he  p rese rva t ion ,  upg rad ing ,  
and  app rop r i a te  use  o f  t hese  beach  s t ruc tu res .  
 
 

1 .1 Reconstruct ion and Al tera t ions  
 
Boa tsheds  and  ba th ing  boxes  may be  recons t ruc ted  o r  a l t e red  by  Counc i l ,  o r  such  
works  au tho r i sed  by  Counc i l ,  whe re  th i s  i s  approp r i a te  and  on  the  bas i s  o f  t he  
fo l l ow ing  c r i te r i a : -  
 

  Plann ing and  Bu i l d ing  app rova l  i s  ob ta ined ;   

  Where  requ i red ,  consent  i s  ob ta ined  f rom the  Depar tment  o f  Sus ta inab i l i t y  and  
Env i ronmen t  f o r  t he  use  and  deve lopmen t  on  Coas ta l  Crown  Land  pursuan t  t o  
sec t ion  40  o f  t he  Coas ta l  Managemen t  Ac t  1995 ;  

  The  recons t ruc t i on  o r  a l t e ra t i ons  do no t  inc rease  the  foo tp r i n t  o f  t he  or i g i na l  
s t ruc tu re ;  

  The  l eve l  o f  recons t ruc t i on  mus t  be  bu i l t  a t  t he  same l eve l  as  the  o r i g ina l ,  s o  
tha t  t he  ba th ing  box /boa tshed ,  w i th  t he  excep t i on  o f  any  new app roved  p i t ched  
roo f ,  i s  no  h ighe r  t han  the  o r i g ina l  ba th ing  box /boa tshed . ;  

  The  ex is t i ng  f l oo r  l eve l  o f  any  ba th ing  box /boa tshed  mus t  no t  be  a l t e red  f rom i ts  
p resen t  pos i t i on ,  un less  excep t i ona l  c i r cums tances  ex is t  and  th i s  has  been  
app roved  by  Counc i l .   Where  poss ib le  t imber  i s  t o  be  used  fo r  repa i r  o r  
rep lac ing  o f  f l oo r  s t ruc tu res ;  

  Mate r i a l s  and  me thods  o f  cons t ruc t i on  a re  i n  acco rdance  w i th  t he  m in imum 
s tandards  spec i f i ed  by  Counc i l  (A t tachmen t  A )  and  the  Depa r tment  o f  
Sus ta inab i l i t y  and  Env i ronmen t ’ s  S tandards  fo r  Ba th ing  Box  and  Boa tshed  
Cons t ruc t i on  o f  1996  o r  any  upda ted  ve rs ion  o f  t he  s tanda rds ,  wh i ch  may  be 
i ssued  by  any  re levan t  Au tho r i t y .  
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Poss ib le  a l t e ra t i ons  inc lude :  

  Open ings ,  s t ruc tu ra l  fea tu res ;  

  His to r i ca l  res to ra t ions ;  

  Changes  o f  roo f ing  ang l e  f rom a  f l a t  to  a  p i t ched  roo f ,  where  ba th ing  boxes  a re  
o f  t imber  cons t ruc t i on  or  masonry  roo fs  need  to  be  rep laced .  

 
The  reconst ruc t ion  o f  boatsheds  and ba th ing  boxes  must  be  com ple ted  w i th in  
twe lve  (12 )  months  o f  the  demol i t ion  or  des truc t ion  o f  the  or ig ina l  shed .   A l l  
approved  works must  be  comple ted  w i th in  21  days  o f  commencement  on  s i te  
un less  o therwise  agreed  in  wr i t ing  by  the  Counc i l .  
 
Foresho re  Access  
 
I n  mos t  cases ,  veh ic l e  access  to  t he  beach  a rea  to  ca r ry  ou t  app roved  works  on 
boa tsheds  o r  ba th ing  boxes  can  be  ob ta ined  wi th i n  24  hou rs  o f  reques t .  
 
 
1 .2  Re locat ion  
 
Under  ce r ta i n  c i r cums tances  Counc i l  may  pe rm i t  t he  re loca t i on  o f  a  boa tshed  o r  
ba th ing  box .   These  c i rcums tances  a re  l im i ted  to  a  change  in  t he  Coas ta l  Managemen t  
P lan ,  coas ta l  p rocesses  o r  deve lopmen t .   T h is  wou ld  be  pe rm i t t ed  sub jec t  to  mu tua l  
ag reemen t .   Any  such  re loca t i on  wou ld  be  a t  the  l i censees  cos t  un less  the  re loca t i on  i s  
due  to  Counc i l  wo rks .   Any  such  new s t ruc tu re  mus t  be  o f  t imbe r  cons t ruc t i on .  

 
 
1 .3  Removal  
 
A f te r  a l l  o the r  op t i ons  have  been  exp lo red ,  Counc i l  may  de te rmine  tha t  boa tsheds  and  
ba th ing  boxes  w i l l  be  removed  f rom the  fo resho re  a rea  where : -  
 
1 .3 .1  The  s t ruc tu re  i s  d i l ap ida ted ,  beyond  repa i r  o r  rep resen ts  a  pub l i c  sa fe t y  

haza rd  and  the re  i s  a  fa i l u re  to  g ive  e f fec t  t o  no t i ces  i s sued  by  the  Counc i l ;  

1 .3 .2  The  a rea  i s  vu lne rab le  to  coas ta l  p rocesses  wh i ch  resu l t  i n  t he  s t ruc tu re  be ing  
a t  r i s k ;  

1 .3 .3  The  s t ruc tu re  con t r ibu te s  to  t he  i ns tab i l i t y  o f  the  a rea  o r  cause s  a  r i sk  t o  
pub l i c  sa fe t y ;  

1 .3 .4  The  beach  on  wh i ch  the  s t ruc tu re  i s  l oca ted  i s  unsa fe  o r  access  to  i t  i s  unsafe ;  

1 .3 .5  Remova l  i s  i n  acco rdance  w i th  a  Management  P lan  o r  Po l i c y  re l a t i ng  to  t he  
a rea ;  

1 .3 .6  The  s t ruc tu re  does  no t  mee t  w i th  the  min imum cons t ruc t i on  s tanda rds  
spec i f i ed  by  Counc i l ;  o r  

1 .3 .7  The  l i cence  has  been  rev oked  i n  acco rdance  w i th  Counc i l ’ s  admin is t ra t i ve  
t ime tab le  and  

 ( i )  any  o f  po in ts  1 .3 .1  t o  1 .3 .6  above  ex i s ts ;  o r   

 ( i i )  sa le  by  auc t i on  has  been  unsuccess fu l  o r  no t  p re fe r red  by  Counc i l .  
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2. Conditions of Use 
 

2 .1  Types  of  Use  
 
A  boa tshed  o r  ba th ing  box  may be  used  f o r :  

  Sto rage  o f  boa ts  and  boa t i ng  equ ipmen t ;  

  Sto rage  o f  beach  accesso r i es ;  

  Conven ience  and  comfor t  assoc ia ted  w i th  beach  use  ( p rov is i on  o f  k i t chens ,  
showers ,  p l umb ing ,  a i r  cond i t i one rs  and  to i l e t s  a re  p roh ib i t ed ) .  

 
A  boa tshed  o r  ba th ing  box  may not  be  used  fo r  accommoda t i on  o r  hab i ta t ion  pu rposes  
(wh i ch  i nc ludes  ove rn igh t  accommoda t i on ) .  

 

2 .2  Serv ices  
 
I n  acco rdance  w i th  the  Depar tmen t  o f  Sus ta inab i l i t y  and  Env i ronmen t  Po l i c y ,  
pe rm iss ion  w i l l  no t  be  g i ven  to  connec t  o r  reconnec t  any  bath ing  box  o r  boa tshed  to  
any  d ra inage ,  sewerage,  wa te r ,  e l ec t r i c i t y ,  gas  o r  s im i l a r  se rv i ce .   A l though  ex i s t i ng  
se rv ices  may  be  main ta ined ,  any  such  ma in tenance  o f  such  se rv i ces  mus t  be  
under taken  w i th i n  6  mon ths  o f  such  se rv i ces  becoming  i nope rab le  w i th  app rova l  o f  
Counc i l  and  Depar tment  o f  Sus ta inab i l i t y  and  Env i ronmen t .   Unau tho r i sed  new 
connec t i ons  o r  reconnec t i ons  w i l l  no t  be  pe rmi t t ed  under  any  c i r cumstances .  
 
 

2 .3  Maintenance  
 
The  l i censee  mus t  ma in ta in : -  

  Disp lay  o f  t he  app roved number  o f  t he  boa tshed  o r  ba th i ng  box ;  

  The  boa tshed  o r  ba th ing  box  in  good  cond i t i on  to  t he  sa t i s fac t i on  o f  the  
Counc i l ;  

  t he  boa tshed  o r  ba th ing  box  i n  a  manner  wh ich  ensu res  the  use  o r  cond i t i on  o f  
t he  boa tshed  o r  ba th ing  box  does  not  p re jud i ce  the  sa fe t y  o f  i t s  use rs  o r  o the r  
beach  us e rs .  

 
Counc i l  w i l l  conduc t  b iannua l  inspec t i ons  o f  boa tsheds  o r  ba th ing  boxes  i n  con ju nc t i on  
w i th  a t  l eas t  two  (2 )  rep resen ta t i ves  o f  the  FBSA .   The  b iannua l  i nspec t i on  may resu l t  
i n  a  l i censee  be ing  d i rec ted  to  ca r ry  ou t  such  works  o r  ma in tenance  as  may b e  
requ i red  to  upg rade  the  s t ruc tu re  to  an  accep tab le  s tanda rd  wi th i n  a  s ta ted  t ime .   
Fu r the r  i nspec t i ons  w i l l  be  ca r r ied  ou t  acco rd ing  to  t he  admin i s t ra t i ve  t ime tab le  to  
ensu re  tha t  t hese  works  a re  comp le ted .  
 
A l l  wo rks  mus t  be  commenced  w i th i n  21  days  o f  app rova l  and  comp le ted  w i th i n  21  days  
o f  commencement ,  un less  o the rw ise  ag reed  w i th  Counc i l .   Shou ld  the  l i censee  fa i l  t o  
ca r ry  ou t  t he  reques ted works  w i th i n  t h is  t ime  f rame ,  Counc i l  may  ca r ry  ou t  such  works  
and  the  l i censee w i l l  be  l i ab le  fo r  t he  cos ts  o f  such  works .   Shou ld  the  l i censee fa i l  t o  
re imburse  Counc i l ,  Counc i l  w i l l  t ake  ac t i on  to  recove r  t he  ou ts tand ing  cos ts  and  no t  
renew the  l i cence .  
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Any  s ign i f i can t  remova l  o f  sand mus t  be  app roved  by  Counc i l  and  ca r r i ed  ou t  unde r  t he  
i ns t ruc t i on /gu idance  o f  Coun c i l ’ s  Open  Space  Co -o rd ina to r .   However ,  sma l l  amoun ts  
o f  sand  may be  moved  by  hand/shove l  to  a l low access  to  t he  Ba th ing  Box .  

 
3. Issuing of Licences 
 
Counc i l  rese rves  the  r igh t  t o  i s sue a  l i cence  (see  a t tachmen t  C)  t o  occupy  a  s i t e  on  
the  fo resho re  managed  by  Counc i l .   ( L i cences  w i l l  be  i s sued  fo r  a  m ax imum o f  t h ree  
(3 )  yea rs ) .    
 
An  annua l  l i cence fee  i s  payab le  to  Counc i l  and  i s  es tab l i shed  by  Counc i l  on  an  annua l  
bas i s  when  i t  se ts  i t s  mun i c ipa l  f ees  and  cha rges .   Annua l  l i cence  fees  and  any  o the r  
assoc ia ted  fees  such  as  i nsu rance  p remiums  must  be  pa id  w i th in  30  days  o f  t he  da te  
o f  t he  no t i ce .  
 
Counc i l  sha l l  ma in ta in  a  Reg i s te r  o f  L icens ees .  
 
L i cences  sha l l  be  g ran ted  i n  acco rdance  wi th  Sec t i on  17B o f  t he  Crown  Land  
(Rese rves )  Ac t  1978 .  
 
A l l  f u tu r e  l i cences  w i l l  be  i ssued  on  the  bas is  t ha t  t he  app l i can t  does  no t  a l ready  ho ld  
an  ex is t i ng  l i cence ,  as  mu l t i p l e  l i cences  w i l l  no t  be  a l l owed .  
 

 
4. Revocation of Licences 
 
Counc i l  may  revoke  a  l i cence  wi thou t  compensa t i on  as  a  resu l t  o f  a  l i censee : -  
 

  Breac h ing  the  te rms  o r  cond i t i ons  o f  t he  l i cence ;  

  Breach ing  th is  po l i c y ;  

  Breach ing  the  F ranks ton  P lann ing  Scheme o r  any  o the r  re l evan t  leg i s la t i on ;  

  Fa i l i ng  to  comp ly  w i th  a  no t i ce  i ssued  by  Counc i l  t o  unde r take  repa i r s ,  
ma in tenance ,  remova l  o f  g ra f f i t i  o r  o the r  works  w i th i n  t he  t ime  spec i f ied  on  such  
no t i ce ;   

  Fa i l i ng  to  pay  annua l  l i cence  fees  o r  o the r  cos ts  such  as  i nsu rance  p rem iums ;  
o r  

  I f  t he re  i s  a  requ i rement  f o r  t he  a rea  to  reve r t  t o  pub l i c  use .  
 
Where  Counc i l  cons ide rs  repa i rs ,  ma in tenance,  remova l  o f  g ra f f i t i  o r  o the r  works  a re  
necessa ry :  
 

  a  wr i t t en  no t i ce  wi l l  be  fo rwarded  to  the  l i censee  fo l lowed  up  w i th  a  te l ephone  
ca l l  to  conf i rm  tha t  t he  wr i t t en  no t i ce  has  been rece ived ,  o r  i n  t he  case  o f  an  
u rgen t  ma t te r ,  t he  l i censee  w i l l  be  con tac ted  by  te l ephone  and  fo l l ow ed  up  w i th  
a  f ax  where  poss ib le ,  con f i rm ing  the  t ime f rame  fo r  rec t i f i ca t i on ;  

 

  where  no  ac t i on  i s  t aken  by  the  l i censee  to  rec t i f y  t he  s i tua t i on  w i th i n  t he  
spec i f i ed  t ime  l i ne ,  Counc i l  w i l l  make  good  any  sa fe t y  i ssue  a t  t he  l i censee ’s  
cos t  and  i s sue  a  second  and  f ina l  no t i ce  reques t i ng  any  add i t iona l  ac t i on  be  
taken  w i th i n  seven (7 )  days ;    

 



 

Frankston City Council 

Bathing Box Policy – May 2006 

Updated July 2012   

8 

  where  no  ac t i on  i s  t aken  by  the  l i censee  a f te r  t he  second  and  f i na l  no t i ce ,  
Counc i l  may  revoke  the  l i cence  and  take  such  ac t i on  as  i t  deems  app rop r i a te ,  a t  
i t s  abso lu te  d isc re t i on .  

 
Counc i l  may ,  a t  i t s  abso lu te  d i sc re t i on ,  o f f e r  a  l i cence  tha t  becomes  ava i l ab le  as  a  
resu l t  o f  a  revoca t i on  o f  l i cence  fo r  sa le .  
 
Where  a  l i cence  has  been  revoked ,  Counc i l  w i l l  secu re  the  boa tshed /ba th ing  box  
aga ins t  unautho r ised  en t ry .   Any  con ten ts  o f  the  boa tshed /ba th ing  box  w i l l  be  secu re ly  
he ld  fo r  30  days .   A  no t i ce  w i l l  be  i s sued  to  the  owner  t o  co l l ec t  t he  con ten ts  du r i ng  
th i s  pe r i od .   Fa i l u re  to  do  so  w i l l  r esu l t  in  Counc i l  d i spos ing  o f  t he  con ten ts  as  i t  sees  
f i t .  

 
 
 
5. Transfer of Licences 
 
A  l i cence  may  be t rans fe r red  to  ano the r  pa r t y  sub jec t  t o  Counc i l  app rova l ,  bu t  no  
pe rson  sha l l  sub le t  any  s i t e  o r  s t ruc tu re  in  o r  on  the  rese rve .  
 
The  p roposed  L i censee mus t   
 
 *  be  a  res iden t  ra tepaye r  o f  Counc i l ;  o r  

 *  own  a  ho l i day  ho me w i th i n  F ranks ton C i t y ;  o r  

 *  own  and  occupy  a  commerc ia l  p rem ises  w i th i n  F ranks ton  C i t y ;  o r  

 *  be  a  f ami l y  member  o f  the  ex is t i ng  l i censee ;  
 
and  have  been  adv i sed o f  any  o rde rs  made  o r  d i rec t ions  g i ven  i n  respec t  o f  t he  l i cence  
fo r  t he  boa tshed /ba th ing  box  be ing  t rans fe r red .  
 
On l y  one  (1 )  l i cence  i s  pe rm i t t ed  to  be  he ld  by  any  l i censee ,  excep t  i n  t he  case  where  
mu l t i p l e  l i cences  a re  a l ready  he ld  as  a t  30  Ap r i l  2006.  
 
A  l i censee  w ish ing  to  su r rende r  a  l i cence  to  occupy  a  boa tshed / ba th ing  box  sha l l  
immedia te l y  adv ise  Counc i l  i n  wr i t ing .  
 
The  p resc r i bed  T rans fer  o f  L i cence  fo rm mus t  be  used and  the  p resc r ibed  t rans fe r  f ee  
pa id  to  e f fec t  t he  t rans fe r  ( see  A t tachmen t  B ) .   
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RESPONSIBILITY 
 
The  Governance  Serv i ces  Co -o rd ina to r  o r  o ther  nomina ted  o f f i ce r  has  the  
respons ib i l i t y  f o r  t he  managemen t  o f  th i s  po l i cy .  
 
 

RELATED POLICIES 
 
N i l .  
 
 

RELATED LEGISLATION 
 

  Crown  Land  (Rese rves )  Ac t  1978  

  Loca l  Gove rnmen t  Ac t  1989  

  Coas ta l  Managemen t  Ac t  1995  

  Franks ton  C i t y  P lann ing  Scheme  

  Plann ing &  Env i ronment  Ac t  
 
 

REFERENCES 
 
S tanda rds  fo r  Ba th ing  Box  and  Boatshed  Cons t ruc t i on  (November  1996 ) ,  re l eased  by  
the  Depar tmen t  o f  Sus ta inab i l i t y  and  Env i ronmen t .  
 
 

REVIEW 
 
Th i s  po l i cy  w i l l  be  rev iewed  w i th i n  t h ree  (3 )  yea rs  a f te r  i t s  commencemen t  o r  such  
ea r l i e r  da te  as  may  be  de te r m ined  by  Counc i l .  
 



 

Frankston City Council   

Bathing Box Policy 
 

 
 

CONSTRUCTION STANDARDS FOR BOATSHEDS 

AND BATHING BOXES 
 
The  cons t ruc t i on  p r i nc ipa l s  o f  Boa tsheds  and  Ba th ing  Boxes  do  no t  va ry  s ign i f i can t l y  
f rom the  cons t ruc t i on  o f  any  o the r  s t ruc tu re ,  such  as  a  ga rage  o r  even  a  house .  
 
The  s t ruc tu r e  mus t  be  cons t ruc ted  us ing  s tanda rd  bu i ld i ng  p rac t i ces ,  and  the  ma te r ia l  
s i ze  and  s t reng th  cha rac te r i s t i cs  mus t  mee t  t he  accep ted  s tanda rds  and  codes .  
 
A  ba th ing  box  o r  boa tshed  i s  sub jec t  to  a  fa r  g rea te r  range  o f  wea the r  cond i t i ons  than 
mos t  o the r  s t ruc tu res  due  to  i t s  l oca t i on  and  the  p rox im i ty  t o  p reva i l i ng  w inds  and  t i da l  
ac t i on .  
 
Cons t ruc t i on  in  acco rdance  w i th  these  gu ide l i nes  w i l l  p rov ide  a  sa fe  and  we l l  
cons t ruc ted  ba th ing  box  o r  boa tshed  and  reduce  the  poss ib i l i t y  o f  de te r i o ra t i on  o f  t he  
s t ruc tu re  due  to  t he  ha rsh  env i ronmen t  in  wh i ch  the  bu i l d ing  i s  l oca ted .  
 
For  fu r the r  de ta i l s  i n  re l a t i on  to  s tanda rds ,  t he  pub l i ca t i on  deve loped  by  the  
Depar tmen t  o f  Sus ta inab i l i t y  and  Env i ronmen t  fo r  ba th ing  boxes  and  boa tsheds  may  be  
o f  va lue  and  can  be  sou rced  th rough  tha t  Depar tmen t  a t  30  Prospec t  S t ree t ,  Box  H i l l .  
 
 

STANDARDS 
 
(a )  MASONRY STRUCTURES  
 

Exis t ing  masonry  s t ruc tures  r equ i r i ng  repa i r  can  be  repa i red  us ing  ma te r i a l s  
s im i l a r  t o  the  ex i s t i ng  s t ruc tu re .   Shou ld  a  conc re te  roo f  requ i re  rep lacemen t ,  
Counc i l  wou ld  p re fe r  t ha t  t he  roo f  be  rep laced  w i th  a  Co lo rbond  o r  z i nca lume  (o r  
s im i l a r  ma te r i a l )  l ow p i tched  roo f ,  i e  l ess  than  20° .   These  ma te r i a l s  a re  
app rop r i a te  i n  th i s  env i ronmen t  fo r  main tenance  and  l ongev i t y  reasons .  

 
(b )  T IMBER STRUCTURE S  
 

When a  ba th ing  box  i s  to  be  demo l ished  o r  rebu i l t ,  i t  i s  p re fe r red  tha t  t imber  be  
used  fo r  ex te rna l  wa l l  c l add ing .   I t  i s  s t i l l  p robab l y  t he  mos t  e f f i c i en t  and  one  o f  
t he  mos t  s tab le  ma te r ia l s  t o  use  in  t h is  env i ronmen t  and  i s  ab le  to  be  read i l y  
ma in ta ined .   I t  a ls o  re f lec t s  t he  h is to r i ca l  and  cu l t u ra l  va lues  o f  t hese s t ruc tu res .  
 
Colorbond or  z inca lume  (o r  s im i la r  ma te r i a l )  mus t  be  used  fo r  roo f  c l add ing  and  
a re  app rop r i a te  i n  t h is  env i ronmen t  fo r  main tenance  and  l ongev i t y  reasons .  

 
( i )  Foundat ions  o f  S tumps or  Po l es  
 

S tumps  o r  po les  mus t  be  founded  to  a  dep th  o f  a t  l eas t  700mm and  p laced  onto  a  
su i t ab le  so le  p la te .   Where  the  he igh t  above the  su r face  l eve l  o f  t he  ground  
exceeds  the  equ i va len t  o f  t he  700mm be ing 1 /3  o f  t he  s tump i n to  the  ground ,  t he  
dep th  mus t  be  i n c reased  so  tha t  1 /3  o f  t he  s tump i s  i n to  the  g round .   S tump 
b rac ing  i s  requ i red  fo r  s tumps  ove r  900mm out  o f  t he  g round .  
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( i i )  T imber  Framing  
 

T imber  f ram ing  mus t  be  cons t ruc ted to  a  m in imum s tandard  as  se t  ou t  i n  AS 1684  
o r  t he  T imber  F ram ing  Manua l  i n  o rde r  t o  ensure  tha t  t he  s t ruc tu re  rema ins  i n  a  
s tab le  cond i t i on  fo r  t he  sa fe t y  o f  a l l  pa r t i es .   These  pub l i ca t i ons  a l so  g i ve  
f ram ing  de ta i l s  i f  ass i s tance  i s  requ i red  in  re l a t i on  to  s tanda rd  p rac t i ces ,  
i nc lud ing  ma te r ia l  s i zes  and  spans .   Ma te r i a l  s i zes  fo r  f ram ing  shou ld  be  90mm x  
38mm s tuds ,  no t  a  sma l l e r  s ize ,  due  to  t he  poss ib i l i t y  o f  f rac tu r i ng  when  checks  
a re  p rov ided  fo r  b rac ing  members .  

 
( i i i )  Brac ing  and  T ie  Downs  
 

B rac ing  o f  a l l  wa l l s  an d t y i ng  down  o f  roo f  ba t tens  to  ra f t e rs ,  ra f t e rs  to  wa l l  
f r am ing  and  wa l l  f raming  to  t he  f l oo r  and  s tumps  mus t  be  ca r r i ed  ou t  in  
acco rdance  w i th  AS 1684  o r  t he  T imber  F ram ing  Manua l  t o  ensu re  s tab i l i t y  o f  the  
s t ruc tu re .  

 
( i v )  F loor ing  Mater ia ls   
 

F l oo r i ng  ma te r i a ls  mus t  be  su i t ab le  fo r  ‘we t  a rea ’  use .  
 
(v )  Decks ,  S ta i rs ,  E tc  
 

Trea ted  t imbers  a re  p re fe r red ,  bu t  un t rea ted  t imbers  can  be  used  i f  they  a re  o f  a  
du rab le  spec ies  and  a re  ma in ta ined .   Deck ing  members  shou ld  no t  be  l ess  than  
38mm in  th ickness  (75mm x  38  mm p re fe r red ) .   Deck ing  mus t  be  spaced  so  tha t  a  
bu i l d  up  o f  sand  o r  windb lown  deb r i s  cannot  accumu la te  on  the  deck  tha t  w i l l  
even tua l l y  cause  ro t t i ng  and  co l l apse .  

 
(v i )  F ix ings  and  Fasten ings  

(Such  as  na i l s ,  bo l t s ,  sc rews ,  ca tches ,  e tc )  
 

Sta in less  s tee l ,  b rass  or  hot  d ipped  ga lvan ised  mater ia l  shou ld  be  used  fo r  a l l  
na i l s ,  bo l ts ,  ca tches  and  o the r  f i x i ng  ma te r i a ls  whereve r  poss ib le  i n  o rde r  t o  
p rov ide  l ongev i ty  and reduce  ma in tenance  and uns igh t l y  rus t  s ta i ns  to  t he  
s t ruc tu re .  

 
(v i i )  Doors  
 

Doors  mus t  be  o f  so l i d  cons t ruc t i on  o f  a  ma te r ia l  res is tan t  t o  t he  sa l t  laden  
a tmosphere  and  a t tached  us ing  h inges  and  f i t t i ngs  as  desc r ibed ,  so  tha t  cons tan t  
ma in tenance  and  rep lacemen t  i s  avo ided .  

 
(v i i i )  Decora t ive  Fea tures  
 

Deco ra t i ve  fea tu res  such  as  f in i a ls  o r  ba rgeboards  mus t  be  adequate l y  f i xed  and  
o f  p ropo r t i ons  i n  keep ing  w i th  t he  s t ruc tu re .  
 

[OUT OF DATE ATTACHMENT B: TRANSFER OF LICENCE FORM AND ATTACHMENT C: SAMPLE 

LICENCE, REMOVED AND CURRENT VERSION ATTACHED SEPARATELY] 
 
 



 

 

Who can own a Boatshed or Bathing Box? 

 
Nearly all foreshores, including boatshed and bathing box sites, are owned by 
the Crown and are designated as Coastal Crown Land.  A licence issued by 
Frankston City Council provides the licensee with the right to occupy the site 
subject to conditions such as maintaining the structure in good condition and 
payment of an annual site fee along with public liability insurance.  
Purchasing a boatshed or bathing box from someone else therefore means 
you are purchasing the rights to occupy the site subject to the same 
conditions as the previous licensee.  A license may be transferred to another 
permanent resident ratepayer in the municipality, subject to approval by the 
Council and is subject to a Transfer Fee. 

 

Repairs and Maintenance of Boatsheds or Bathing Boxes 

 
Routine repairs and maintenance do not require planning approval 
 
Alterations do require planning approval but the building is restricted to the licensed area (the original “footprint” of the  
structure).  Any extension of the building further into the public beach space is not permitted. 
 
Reconstruction of damaged or destroyed boatshed or bathing box does require planning and building approval.  This 
applies where more than 50% of the structure has been destroyed or damaged but reconstruction must occur within 
12 months.  For example, if a boatshed is burnt down the site remains vacant for 12 months, the structure cannot then 
be rebuilt. 
 
All works on boatsheds or bathing boxes, other than routine maintenance and repairs, also require consent from the 
Department of Sustainability and Environment (DSE).  So, when a planning application is lodged it is referred to DSE 
for consideration as part of the planning process. 
 
All boatsheds and bathing boxes must clearly display their allocated number on the front. 

 

Can I Connect Services to a Boatshed or Bathing Box? 
 
No.  In accordance with DSE and Council policy, permission will not be given for any new connections, or 
reconnections of drainage, sewerage, water, electricity, gas or similar service to boatsheds or bathing boxes. 

 

Do I Require Public Liability Insurance? 

 
Yes.  Frankston City Council has organised public liability insurance for all boatshed and bathing 
box owners at a cost to be notified per annum per boatshed or bathing box. This cost will be 
notified on an annual invoice. 
 

Who is Responsible for the Maintenance of Boatsheds & Bathing Boxes 

 
The Licensee is responsible for ensuring the structure is in good condition at all times and is not a safety hazard. 

Frankston City Council 
Frankston City Council 



 

 

 
Frankston City Council undertakes regular inspections of the boatsheds and bathing boxes and may direct that certain 
works or maintenance be done to upgrade the structure within a specified time to bring the condition of the structure 
up to an acceptable standard. 
 
Frankston City Council or its delegate may remove any boatshed or bathing box for the following reasons: 
 
 If the structure is in a state of disrepair and potential danger to users or the public 
 due to non compliance with a direction to remove graffiti  
 if the structure is unsightly which may result in the degradation of the area, for example the need for repainting 

etc. 
 
Any removal of sand must be approved by Council and carried out under the instruction/guidance of Council’s Open 
Space Co-ordinator. 
 
Frankston City Council can revoke a license if a licensee fails to comply with the license conditions, the policy, the 
Planning Scheme or a notice to undertake repairs and maintenance of the structure. 
 
A licence, which becomes available as a result of a revocation of license, may be offered for sale by Council. 
 
 

How do I become a Boatshed or Bathing Box Licensee? 
 
If you are considering buying, selling or undertaking works on a boatshed or bathing box, please contact:- 
 
 

[OUT OF DATE CONTACT DETAILS REMOVED] 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


